
 

 

 
 

November 14, 2013, 12:30-1:45 p.m. 

Prillaman HS1005 

 

 

Attendees: RC Paul   Erik Malewski 

  Donald Robson   Jodie Sweat 

  John Anderson   Judith McCoy 

  Kimberly Atlee   Lillian Otieno 

  Debra Hill   Liza Davis 

  Luc Noiset   Mark Patterson 

  Michael Sanseviro  Michelle Allen 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Dr. RC Paul. 

 

II. GENERAL BUSINESS 

A. Commission’s Charge 

The commission reviewed the draft of the charge from the last meeting.  With the change 

of the word “fiscal” to “fiscally” in Item 2, the members agreed the proposed charge 

below was ready to send to President Papp for review. 

“The purpose of the Presidential Commission on Sustainability is to serve as an advisory 

body on matters of environmental sustainability at Kennesaw State University. The 

commission is tasked with: 

                                                                                                              

1. Assisting University faculty, staff, and students in developing and delivering 

sustainability education through its curricular, co-curricular, and extra-curricular 

activities; 

2. Promoting the principles of environmental sustainability and preservation in our 

community by fostering social equity in access to, and the fiscally responsible use of, 

natural resources;  

3. Assisting the administration, faculty, and staff in monitoring the University’s 

greenhouse gas emissions, as a signatory institution of the American College and 

University Presidents’ Climate Commitment, and in determining and meeting the 

goals of the University’s Climate Action Plan. 

 

All Commissions are charged by and report to the President through the University's 

Chief Diversity Officer.” 

 

B. Energy Dashboards 

RC Paul and Mike Hartzell held a workshop on the use of the energy dashboards the 

week of November 4, 2013.  It was a 4 hour workshop with 12 individuals in attendance.  
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The training was done by the external vendor.  Currently, there are 26 meters on campus 

that can be monitored for electrical use.  KSU can also add the monitoring of water and 

gas usage at a significant cost, however. 

 

The goal is to parallel the Crisis Management Coordinators program and encourage 

individuals to become building monitors for the meters in each building who would 

encourage and advise where energy savings can be implemented. 

 

Another goal is to give students general access to the energy dashboard system so they 

can “play” with it to see how it works. 

 

The next step will be for RC and Mike to set up a plan by building. 

 

C. KSU Climate Action Plan 

RC Paul reported that KSU is required to do a Greenhouse Gas Audit every year and a 

progress report on our Climate Action Plan every other year.  The report on our Climate 

Action Plan is due by January 15, 2014.  However, due to flawed data (i.e. the 

commuting distance of faculty/staff/students), he does feel it is not as good as it could be.  

RC stated he would write the progress report, but would appreciate feedback from the 

commission is they would review the plan www.kennesaw.edu/sustainability or  

http://www.kennesaw.edu/sustainability/docs/Climate%20Action%20Plan%20120105.pd

f. 

 

RC also stated that “Renewable Energy” needs to be added into the plan.  Also, the 

current plan still has several items where no real action has occurred; however, KSU 

needs to provide a timeline for them and their effect.  At some point in the future, the 

plan will need to be updated to include the consolidation with SPSU. 

 

III.  SUB COMMISSIONS 

A sign-up sheet was distributed to request commission members to sign up for one of the sub 

commissions listed below. 

A. Awards (April 2014) 

- Jodie Sweat 

- Liza Davis 

- Michael Sanseviro 

B. Earth Day/Earth Hour (April 21, 2014) 

- Donald Robson 

- Kimberly Atlee 

- Luc Noiset 

- Michelle Allen 

C. Speakers/PR 

- Judith McCoy 

- John Anderson 

 

http://www.kennesaw.edu/sustainability
http://www.kennesaw.edu/sustainability/docs/Climate%20Action%20Plan%20120105.pdf
http://www.kennesaw.edu/sustainability/docs/Climate%20Action%20Plan%20120105.pdf
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IV. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Kennesaw Alliance for Clean Energy (Student Group) – Michelle Allen 

Michelle Allen presented on behalf of the student group.  The group has been in existence 

for about one and half years (initially called Our Owl Prints – “OOPs”for Clean Energy) 

and is involved in the promotion of solar and wind energy versus fossil fuel energy.  

They are requesting assistance from the commission to open a dialogue between KSU 

and Georgia Power on several issues (i.e. wind tunnel, carbon credits).  Currently, 

Georgia Power has the first in the nation “dirty” plant (in emissions) located in Juliette, 

Georgia, and the third dirtiest also located in this region of GA. 

 

Both RC Paul and John Anderson stated that attempts in the past have been made to reach 

out to Georgia Power with little result.  Georgia Power needs to become truly invested in 

the cause for change and effect and not involved for their “public relations” image. 

 

KACE also wants to instill awareness and education on clean energy on campus. 

 

There was discussion about obtaining a solar array for KSU to obtain energy credits.  In 

summary, it would be too expensive for KSU to purchase its own, the length of time to 

receive a return (approximately 25 years) and the credits would be almost none. 

 

The best method would be to lease space (the roof top of the science building provides a 

great flat space).  If KSU were to lease space to a private company (for 5 years), it would 

be possible to negotiate fees and/or receive energy credits.  These lease agreements 

would be similar to the existing ones used for the cell towers. 

 

Another method mentioned would be to apply and receive a grant for an array.  

 

V. OPEN FORUM/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A. Southern Polytechnic State University (SPSU) 

The consolidation between Kennesaw State University (KSU) and Southern Poly was 

discussed.  Southern Poly is also a signatory university since 2009 for the American 

College and University Presidents’ Climate Commitment.  SPSU’s mission 

statement/strategic plan was recently updated to include a reference to sustainability.  The 

commission members discussed comparison in programs between the universities that 

they had researched.  It appears that instead of a duplication of programs (in regard to 

sustainability), there are opportunities for complimenting and strengthening existing 

programs, including student organizations and projects. 

 

B. Speakers 

John Anderson reported that he has contacted the Department of Defense regarding a 

speaker; however, it has been very difficult to receive a response back. 

 

C. Environmental Analysis Degree 

Mark Patterson reported that the proposal for the program was currently at the Board of 

Regents (BOR) for review and approval.  He also reported that based on a preliminary 

review, SPSU has a program that is complimentary to this one and not a replication 
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(which is always a consideration when a program is being reviewed for approval by the 

BOR). 

 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 


