
Climate Commitment Committee -  Meeting Minutes, Feb. 5, 2013 
 
Attendees: RC Paul, Matt Laposata, Kimberly Atlee (Chair), Daria Pabis, Melissa McMahon, Bill Rice, 
Quienton Nichols, Michael Carter, Beth Tindel, Katie Egloff, Liza Davis, Lillian Otieno, Vanessa Biggers, 
Dan Papp 
 
Updates: FY 2013 GHG Inventory:  

 Discussed nominees for chair-elect - Matt Laposata volunteered; RC will send out an e-mail 
about it, with a vote scheduled for the next meeting 

 Beth Tindel (graciously) agreed to keep notes that are the basis for this meeting’s minutes – the 
Committee either needs a volunteer to act as Secretary or volunteers to take notes on a rotating 
basis 

 The 3rd KSU greenhouse gas inventory (this one for FY 2012) was somewhat consistent with the 
previous 2.  There was a 5% decrease in greenhouse gas over that of FY 2012, primarily due to 
building energy initiatives. (See  inventory at http://www.kennesaw.edu/sustainability ) 

 
Proposed changes to the committee structure: 

Committee’s proposal to add Parking & Culinary reps & to change the “Business Services” rep to 
“Procurement & Contracts to official structure has been approved by the Faculty & Staff 
Senates. The Adminstrators’ Senate has heard the request (Feb. 12 meeting) but has not yet 
given its approval. The Staff Senate has requested at a non-voting rep be present at CCC 
meetings in order to report back to that body. 
 
The CCC’s additional status as one of 5 President’s Commissions awaits confirmation from the 
Office of Diversity. 
 

Old Business: 
Recommended goals & measures for Action Steps in KSU’s Strategic Plan. 
 

Goal 5 (“Expand Resources, & improve operational efficiency & effectiveness”), Action Step 2: 
Start at least 6 building projects that are LEED 7/or PEACH certified. 

 Will be performed by Facilities & Planning 
 
Goal 4 (“Enhance the collegiate experience, & foster a welcoming, diverse, & inclusive 
environment”).  
Action Step 1: “Assess the environmental impact of existing sustainability initiatives”. 
 
Recommendations:  
 
1. Carry out a $ analysis of energy and water saving initiatives that have been enacted; 

 Plant Operations needs to be reminded to give an update on this 
 

2. Carry out a $ and GHG analysis of the effectiveness of new shuttle bus routes; 

 Beth will follow up with Mitch Skyer to see if there is a sustainability formula. Gave RC 
the 2800 average daily ridership to use for now 
 

3. Assess the effectiveness of Sustainability across the Curriculum workshops in promoting 
sustainability courses or course modules at KSU.  

http://www.kennesaw.edu/sustainability


 RC will follow up and publish 
 

Action Step 2: “Create Policies that reflect sustainability best practices”. 
 
Recommendations: 
 
1. Recycling options should be available at all KSU events; the use of bottled water should be 

discouraged; 

 Strategy plan being worked on. The SGA is already looking at a parallel policy in the area 
of recycling at events 

 RC is and has been discouraging use of water bottles at meetings and events & will try to 
develop policy statements for the Cabinet to approve 

 
 

2. Expand KSU’s “No Idle” Policy to include educational components targeting faculty, staff, 
and students; 

 PEAK showed their “no idle” video  

 This is a campus policy already just needs to be expanded to student, faculty, and staff 
populations 

 
3. Make the development of alternative energy a campus priority. 

 
At this point, Dr. Papp joined the meeting and addressed the committee; ‘Please continue, 
we need to do more, more opportunities are arising, such as the development of alternate 
energy initiatives. There is a state law that that disallows use of downstream projected 
savings from alternate energy use in projects as part of the proforma, or shown as a savings. 
The state legislature is looking to change this law. There has also been some discussion of 
conversion to LNG.’ 
RC discussed his conversations with Planning & Design on replacing outdated hot water 
heaters with solar ones, but there is currently a lack of technical assistance in this area…. 

 
 

Committee Involvement in the selection of a Sustainability Awardee (April 22, 2013) 

 This needs to move fast, due to the date of awards 

 Created a subcommittee to come up with criteria and call for nominations language: 
Chair Beth Tindel 

1. Daria Pabis 
2. Liza Davis 
3. Quienton Nichols 
4. Kimberly Atlee 

 Beth will email the group the criteria and nominations form from the disability 
commission to get everyone started… 

 
New Business: 
How to address KSU’s minimal use of paper with recycled content? 

 KSU doesn’t use 30% recycled paper through our copy/print program 

 Laura McMillan offered that we may be out of sync with DOAS requirements with this 



 Suggestion:  put a default mechanism in when ordering paper, so the default is always 
30% recycled 

 P-card audit paper usage, can be done electronically? 

 Ask students to hand in flash drives instead of papers 

 Vanessa spoke about refilling cartridges, recycling batteries and using rebate money to 
put back into the program 

 Dr. Papp asked RC to send him an email to get the critical people together in order to 
make these changes: 

o Cartridges 
o Batteries 
o P-card paper trail 
o Student paper usage 

 Culinary Sustainability awards: 
o Won 3rd place at NACUFS 
o Won a chamber of commerce award 

 New president of PEAK, Ana, showed idling video and spoke about how KSU can 
institute a green fee 

o First step is to get Ken Harmon/Cabinet’s blessing to pursue 

 Trying to get recycling to happen at Town Point, under new PM company 

 April 17th – Earth Fest 
 
Meeting adjourned 
 


